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1.0 INTRODUCTION 

1.1 PURPOSE 

The County of Los Angeles (County) prepared this Final Recirculated Portions of the EIR (Final 

Recirculated Analysis) for the Mission Village Project. The Final Recirculated Analysis consists of the 

November 2016 Draft Recirculated Portions of the EIR (Draft Recirculated Analysis), which is 

incorporated by reference; written comments on the Draft Recirculated Analysis received during its 

public comment period, which ran from November 17, 2016 through February 13, 2017, a total of 89 

days; oral and written comments on the Draft Recirculated Analysis received during the public meeting 

held on January 12, 2017; written responses to the comments received during the public comment 

period and public meeting; changes to the text of the Draft Recirculated Analysis; and, additional, 

supporting information and technical appendices.  

The County prepared this Final Recirculated Analysis pursuant to the California Environmental Quality 

Act (CEQA; Pub. Resources Code Sections 21000 et seq.) and in accordance with the State CEQA 

Guidelines (Cal. Code Regs., tit. 14, Sections 15000 et seq.). Additionally, as explained in the Draft 

Recirculated Analysis and other portions of this Final Recirculated Analysis, this document was prepared 

to provide the required response to court directives in two related litigation matters, one involving the 

County that specifically concerns the Mission Village Project and the other involving action taken by the 

California Department of Fish and Wildlife (CDFW) on the related Newhall Ranch Resource Management 

and Development Plan and Spineflower Conservation Plan (RMDP/SCP) project.1  

Specifically, the Project Applicant responded to the pertinent court decisions with a proposal to the 

County to modify the previously-approved Project with respect to greenhouse gas (GHG) emissions and 

unarmored threespine stickleback (stickleback) impacts. As to GHG emissions, this Final Recirculated 

Analysis demonstrates that implementation of mitigation measures will reduce, mitigate, and offset 100 

percent of the Project’s GHG emissions, resulting in a less than significant impact to global climate 

change. As to impacts on stickleback, this Final Recirculated Analysis demonstrates that the proposed 

modified construction methods and related mitigation measures avoid construction within the wetted 

channel of the Santa Clara River. By avoiding construction in the wetted channel of the Santa Clara River, 

                                                           
1 In June 2017, CDFW re-approved the related RMDP/SCP project, certified the additional environmental analysis 

prepared for that project, and filed a notice of determination with the State Clearinghouse in the Governor’s 
Office of Planning and Research.  Applicable project design features, mitigation measures, or other conditions of 
approval set forth in CDFW’s additional environmental analysis apply to the Project because it is a village within 
the Newhall Ranch Specific Plan area. Materials relating to CDFW’s June 2017 approvals, final actions and 
supplemental findings are available online at https://www.wildlife.ca.gov/regions/5/newhall; additionally, select 
excerpts from CDFW’s website are available in Appendix 2.9 of this Final Recirculated Analysis.    

https://www.wildlife.ca.gov/regions/5/newhall
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the Applicant will not conduct in-river activities that might lead to an impact on or “take” of stickleback, 

consistent with Fish and Game Code Section 5515.  

1.2  ORGANIZATION OF FINAL RECIRCULATED ANALYSIS 

As required by the State CEQA Guidelines (Cal. Code Regs., tit. 14, Section 15132), the Final Recirculated 

Analysis consists of the following elements: 

1.0 Introduction — This section identifies the purpose and describes the organization of the 

Final Recirculated Analysis.  

2.0 Corrections and Additions to the Draft Recirculated Analysis — This section illustrates, in 

underline and strikethrough, the revisions that have been made to Sections 1.0 and 2.1 

through 2.3 of the Draft Recirculated Analysis.  

In response to public comments, this section of the Final Recirculated Analysis 

incorporates various editorial clarifications, minor revisions and enhancements to the 

analysis of the Project’s GHG emissions and the take avoidance strategy for the 

unarmored threespine stickleback. These revisions do not result in any new significant 

impacts or increase the severity of a previously identified significant impact; instead, the 

revisions expand upon information presented in the Draft Recirculated Analysis, further 

explain or enhance the evidentiary basis for the Draft Recirculated Analysis’ findings, 

and/or make clerical revisions to the Draft Recirculated Analysis. For example, the 

following summarizes the types of clarification included in this section and supporting 

appendices of the Final Recirculated Analysis:  

• Mitigation Measures MV 4.23-1/2-1, MV 4.23-2/2-2, MV 4.23-4/2-4, MV 4.23-5/2-5, 

MV 4.23-6/2-6, and MV 4.23-8/2-8 through MV 4.23-13/2-13 have been revised in 

response to comments, as discussed in response to the corresponding comment, 

where appropriate. All revisions to the mitigation measures are intended to 

enhance or clarify the Project Applicant’s mitigation obligation for the activity in 

question, which provides further support for the Recirculated Analysis’ conclusion 

that the Project will result in net zero GHG emissions. None of these revisions 

reduce the effectiveness or enforceability of the measures. In addition, this section 

of the Final Recirculated Analysis incorporates a supplemental commitment by the 

Project Applicant to install additional electric vehicle charging stations. This 

supplemental commitment is not needed to achieve net zero GHG emissions for the 
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Project; as such, the supplemental commitment further augments the Project’s GHG 

reductions.  

• The Newhall Ranch Transportation Demand Management Plan (TDM Plan) has been 

updated to incorporate an electric bicycle (e-bike) opportunity into Strategy #11, 

which previously was limited to a neighborhood electric vehicle (NEV) opportunity. 

This update helps ensure that Strategy #11 targets the Project’s wide-range of 

single-family and multi-family housing product types, and maintains the same level 

of effectiveness for reducing vehicle miles traveled as estimated in the Draft 

Recirculated Analysis.  

• The Newhall Ranch Building Retrofit Program has been updated to incorporate a 

similar confirmation process as that required by the Newhall Ranch GHG Reduction 

Plan. This update further enhances the environmental integrity and enforceability of 

the Building Retrofit Program. 

• The Newhall Ranch GHG Reduction Plan has been revised in response to comments 

to further clarify, bolster, and enhance the plan’s environmental integrity and to 

provide additional assurances that the GHG reductions will meet the requirements 

of CEQA, including CEQA Guidelines Section 15126.4(c)(3) and (c)(4).  

3.0 Responses to Comments — This section includes three Topical Responses that have 

been prepared to provide comprehensive responses for specific issues that have been 

raised by multiple commenters. The Topical Responses are then followed by verbatim 

numbered comments and corresponding numbered responses to each of the individual 

comments received on the Draft Recirculated Analysis. These comments and responses 

are organized as follows: state and federal agencies; regional agencies; Los Angeles 

County; other public agencies; private organizations; private individuals; public meeting-

related materials; and, late letters.  

The Final Recirculated Analysis also includes the following appendices that provide additional relevant 

information:  

1 Bracketed Copies of Comment Letters 

2 Excerpts from CDFW’s Final Additional Environmental Analysis and Record of 

Proceedings for the Newhall Ranch RMDP/SCP Project 
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3 Additional Technical and Implementation Documentation Relating to the Assessment 

and Mitigation of the Mission Village Project’s Greenhouse Gas Emissions 

1.3 SUMMARY OF REVIEW PROCESS FOR DRAFT RECIRCULATED ANALYSIS 

In November 2016, the County provided notice of completion and availability of the Draft Recirculated 

Analysis, as well as the commencement of the public review and comment period on November 17, 

2016 and the scheduling of a January 12, 2017 public meeting. The County published this notice in the 

newspapers. Additionally, the notice was mailed to public agencies, interested parties, and owners and 

occupants residing within 1,000 feet of the Project Site, and was posted at various locations on the 

Project Site. The notice included information on how to access the Draft Recirculated Analysis. A Notice 

of Completion (NOC) also was submitted to the State Clearinghouse in November 2016. In December 

2016, the County provided notice of a time extension for public comment; the County followed the 

same notification and posting procedures described for the November 2016 notice of availability. 

Ultimately, the Draft Recirculated Analysis was available for public review and comment for 89 days, 

until February 13, 2017, which exceeded the CEQA-required 45-day comment period.  

The County notices informed the public and agencies that written comments on the Draft Recirculated 

Analysis could be submitted by mail, email, and facsimile, as well as during the County’s January 12th 

public meeting. The comments received by the County during the public review period for the Draft 

Recirculated Analysis are provided in this Final Recirculated Analysis, along with responses thereto. 

The Draft Recirculated Analysis, as well as this Final Recirculated Analysis, are available for review at the 

following locations: 

1. County of Los Angeles, Department of Regional Planning, Special Projects Section, 13th Floor, 
Room 1362, 320 West Temple Street, Los Angeles 

2. The County’s website: http://planning.lacounty.gov/case/view/mvdaa  

3. Valencia Library, 23743 W. Valencia Boulevard, Santa Clarita 

4. Castaic Library, 27971 Sloan Canyon Road, Castaic 

5. Stevenson Ranch Library, 25950 The Old Road, Stevenson Ranch 

6. Old Town Newhall Library, 24500 Main Street, Santa Clarita 

7. Canyon Country Jo Anne Darcy Library, 18601 Soledad Canyon Road, Santa Clarita 

http://planning.lacounty.gov/case/view/mvdaa
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1.4 DECISION-MAKING PROCESS 

The County is the lead agency for the Final Recirculated Analysis because it has the principal 

responsibility for approving the Mission Village Project. The Board of Supervisors will use the Final 

Recirculated Analysis in its decision-making process to consider the environmental effects of this Project 

and related approvals. The State CEQA Guidelines (Cal. Code Regs., tit. 14, Section 15090(a)) require that 

the Board of Supervisors certify that: 

• The Final Recirculated Analysis was completed in compliance with CEQA; 

• The Final Recirculated Analysis was presented to the Board of Supervisors in a public meeting and 
the Board of Supervisors reviewed and considered the information contained in the Final 
Recirculated Analysis prior to considering the Project; and 

• The Final Recirculated Analysis reflects the Board of Supervisors’ independent judgment and 
analysis.  

In conjunction with certification of the Final Recirculated Analysis, the Board of Supervisors must 

prepare one or more written findings of fact for each significant environmental impact identified in the 

document. (See Cal. Code Regs., tit. 14, Section 15091.) If the Board of Supervisors decides to approve 

the Project and certifies this Final Recirculated Analysis as adequate under CEQA, the County will 

subsequently issue a Notice of Determination (NOD). 
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